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DETAILED ACTION 

Status of Claims 

1. Claims 1-31 are pending in this application. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed on January 30, 2006 have been fully 
considered but are not found to be persuasive. 

3. Applicant argues that Connelly does not "receive a general stream 
of mail that includes both business reply mail pieces and non- 
business reply mail pieces. The Examiner respectfully disagrees 
with the applicants characterization of the prior art's inventive 
concept. Connelly teaches in column 3, lines 21-27 that bundles 
of mail pieces such as: business reply cards, post cards, and the 
like, are loaded in the processing system at the input feeder 
module. The input feeder module advances the mail pieces towards 
the module the mail pieces are separated. Connelly specifies that 
the mail pieces are in the form of reply cards and the like but 
not limited to business reply or non-business reply mail pieces. 

4. Applicant argues that Connelly does not disclose or suggest that 
any type One of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made would have found it obvious to include: mail 
other than business reply mail is processed by the business reply 
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mail processing system. The Examiner respectfully disagrees with 
the applicants characterization of the prior art's inventive 
concept. Connelly teaches in column 3, lines 34-40, that the mail 
pieces received at a central location are part of different mail 
campaigns which entails that the mail piece could be in the form 
of business reply mail pieces or non-business reply mail pieces. 

5. Applicant argues that Connelly does not disclose or discuss "how 
any other type of mail piece may be handled. The Examiner 
respectfully disagrees with the applicants characterization of 
the prior art's inventive concept. Connelly teaches in column 3, 
lines 34-40, that the mail pieces received at a central location 
are part of different mail campaigns which entails that the mail 
piece could be in the form of business reply mail pieces or non- 
business reply mail pieces. 

6. Applicant argues that Connelly does not disclose feeding non- 
business reply mail pieces into the mail processing system. The 
Examiner respectfully disagrees with the applicants 
characterization of the prior art's inventive concept. See column 
3, lines 21-27 for a detailed explanation of how the feeding 
process is demonstrated. 

7. Claims 2-10 depend from claim 1, claims 12-20 depend from 11 and 
claims 22-31 depend from claim 21. For the reasons discussed, and 
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for the reasons set within the Office action the rejections 
remain final. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this 
section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, 
published under section 122 (b) , by another filed in the United 
States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a 
patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in 
the United States before the invention by the applicant for 
patent, except that an international application filed under the 
treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for 
purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United 
States only if the international application designated the 
United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such 
treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 

anticipated by Martin Connelly et at. (US Patent 

6,459,953), hereinafter referenced as Connelly. 



As Per Claim 1: 

Connelly discloses a method of processing business reply mail 
using a sorting apparatus (Col. 1, lines 55-57; business reply mail 
processing system and method), comprising acts of: 

receiving a stream of mail pieces that includes at least one 
business reply mail piece and at least one non-business reply mail 
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piece (col. 3, lines 20-23}, bundles of mail pieces, business reply 
cards, post cards and the like) ; 

automatically identifying the at least one business reply mail 
piece in the stream of mail pieces, (col.l, lines 59-60, organizing 
information associated with different mail campaigns into respective 
job data sets) and (col. 3, lines 20-23}, bundles of mail pieces, 
business reply cards, post cards and the like); and 

in response to the act of identifying the at least one business 
reply mail piece, automatically reading information on the at least 
one business reply mail piece, (col.l, lines 60-62; using the job 
data sets to process the business reply mail pieces) . 

As Per Claim 2 : 

Connelly discloses method a wherein the act of automatically 
identifying the business reply mail piece further comprises an act 
of (col.l, lines 59-60, organized information associated): 

distinguishing the at least one business reply mail piece (BRMP) 
from the at least one non business reply mail piece (col.l, lines 
59-60, organized information associated with different mail 
campaigns into respective job data sets and using the job data sets 
to process the business reply mail pieces) . 

As Per Claim 3: 

Connelly discloses a method wherein the act of automatically 
reading information on the at least one business reply mail piece 
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further comprises acts of (col.l, lines 64-67, business reply mail 
processing system includes a scanner module) : 

capturing at least one image [fig. 4 (166b), image], of the at 
least one business reply mail piece; (col.l, lines 64-67, scanner 
module) and 

processing the at least one image to convert the information on 
the at least one business reply mail piece into electronic form 
(col.l, lines 65-67, reply mail processing includes control module 
in operative communication with the scanner module) . 

As Per Claim 4 : 

Connelly discloses a method wherein the act of automatically 
reading information (col. 2, lines 4-5, reading the job ID code) on 
the at least one business reply mail piece further comprises an act 
of: 

reading a barcode on the at least one business reply mail piece 
(col. 2, lines 1-2, includes a job's ID code). 

As Per Claim 5: 

Connelly discloses a method wherein the at least one business 
reply mail piece (BRMP) is addressed to an intended recipient and 
the method further comprises an act of: 

discarding the at least one business reply mail piece without 
delivering, the at least one business reply piece to the intended 
recipient (col. 2, lines 5-10, the data from the mail job database 
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corresponds to the job ID code control the module using the 
processing data to read data from the business reply mail pieces) . 

As Per Claim 6: 

Connelly discloses a method further comprising an act of: 
storing the information in electronic form, [fig. 5 (506), scan and 
image; fig. 5, stored record]. 

As Per Claim 7 : 

Connelly discloses a method wherein the business reply mail piece 
(BRMP) is associated with an originating entity and the method 
further comprises an act of: 

receiving the information at the originating entity, (col. 3, 
lines 35-37; the mail pieces received at a central location are part 
of different mail campaigns) . 

As Per Claims 8: 

Connelly discloses a method wherein the act of sending the 
information to the originating entity further comprises an act of 
sending (advanced) the information to the originating entity in 
electronic form, (Col. 3, lines 42-44, mail pieces are advanced 
along the path of travel through modules of the processing systems) . 



As Per Claim 9: 
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Connelly discloses a method wherein the acts of receiving, 
automatically identifying, and automatically reading are performed 
at a mail processing facility, (col. 2, lines 1-5, includes a job's 
ID code, the scanning module used for reading the job ID code) . 

As Per Claim 10: 

Connelly discloses a method wherein the information includes a 
return address of a sender of the at least one business reply mail 
piece and a request for additional materials, and wherein the method 
further comprises act of: 

identifying the request for additional materials; and in response 
to identifying the request, sending the additional materials from 
the mail processing facility to the sender, (col. 3, lines 45-51, 
both sides of the mail piece may be scanned and col. 3, lines 56-60, 
collecting mail that has to be process) . 

As Per Claim 11: 

Connelly discloses a method at least one computer readable medium 
encoded with instructions that, when executed on a computer system 
perform a method of processing business reply mail the method 
comprising acts of, [{col.l, lines 56-57}; a business reply mail 
processing system] : 

receiving a stream of mail pieces that includes at least one 
business reply mail piece and at least one non-business reply mail 
piece, [{col.l, lines 66-67 through {col. 2, lines 1-2} and (col. 3, 
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lines 20-23}, bundles of mail pieces, business reply cards, post 
cards and the like) ; transport module feeds BRMP in a path travel 
where the BRMP has I.D codes]; 

automatically identifying the at least one business reply mail 
piece in the stream of mail pieces, [{col. 2, lines 9-10}; read the 
field data from the business reply mail piece] and 

in response to the act of identifying the at least one business 
reply mail piece, automatically reading information on the at least 
one business reply mail piece, [{col. 2, lines 9-10}; read the field 
data from the business reply mail piece] . 

As Per Claim 12 : 

Connelly discloses a method that the at least one computer 
readable medium of claim 11, wherein the act of automatically 
identifying the business reply mail piece further comprises an act 
of, [{col. 2, lines 9-10}; read the field data from the business 
reply mail piece] ; 

distinguishing the at least one business reply mail piece from 
the at least one non-business reply mail piece, [{col. 3, lines 22- 
24}; bundles of mail pieces, BRC, post cards, and the like]. 

As Per Claim 13: 

Connelly discloses a method that wherein the act of automatically 
reading information on the at least one business reply mail piece 
further comprises acts of, [{fig 5, 508}; field data captured]: 
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capturing at least one image of the at least one business reply 
mail piece, [{fig 5, 506}; scan and image]; and 

processing the at least one image to convert the information on 
the at least one business reply mail piece into electronic form, 
[{fig 6, 606}; correlate field data with post processing data]. 

As Per Claim 14: 

Connelly discloses a method that wherein the act of automatically 
reading information on the at least one business reply mail piece 
further comprises an act of, [{col. 2, lines 9-10}; read the field 
data from the business reply mail piece] . 

reading a barcode on the at least one business reply mail piece, 
[{col. 4, lines 41-48}; in barcode format] 

As Per Claim 15: 

Connelly discloses a method that wherein the at least one 
business reply mail piece is addressed to an intended recipient and 
the method further comprises an act of: discarding the at least one 
business reply mail piece without delivering the at least one 
business reply piece to the intended recipient, [{col. 3, lines 61- 
62}; outsort bin got mail pieces that cannot be properly read]. 



As Per Claim 16: 
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Connelly discloses a method that wherein further comprising an 
act of: storing the information in electronic form, [{fig 5, 512}; 
store record] . 

As Per Claim 17: 

Connelly discloses a method that at least one computer readable 
medium of claim 11, wherein the business reply mail piece is 
associated with an originating entity and the method further 
comprises an act of, [{col. 3, lines 14-15]; mail campaign sender]: 

receiving the information at the originating entity, [{fig 1, 
102}; input feeder] 

As Per Claim 18: 

Connelly discloses a method that wherein the act of sending the 
information to the originating entity further comprises an act of 
sending the information to the originating entity in electronic 
form, [{fig 6, 608}; initiate output activities] 

As Per Claim 19: 

Connelly discloses a method that wherein the acts of receiving, 
automatically identifying, and automatically reading are performed 
at a mail processing facility, [{fig 1}; business reply mail 
processing system] . 



As Per Claim 20: 
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Connelly discloses a method that wherein the information includes 
a return address of a sender of the at least one business reply mail 
piece and a request for additional materials, and wherein the method 
further comprises act of: 

identifying the request for additional materials, [{fig 6, 602}; 
identify new records]; 

and in response to identifying the request, sending the 
additional materials from the mail processing facility to the 
sender, [{fig 6, 608}, initiates output activities]. 

As Per Claim 21: 

Connelly discloses a method wherein sorting apparatus comprising 
(Col.l, lines 63-65, transport module feeds business reply mail in a 
path of travel) : 

at least one feeder unit that receives a stream of mail pieces 
that includes at least one business reply mail piece and at least 
one non-business reply mail piece; and at least one controller that 
(fig. 2, element 18; contains class of mail): 

automatically identifies the at least one business reply mail 
piece in the stream of mail pieces; (fig. 2, element 18; contains 
class of mail) and (col. 3, lines 20-23}, bundles of mail pieces, 
business reply cards, post cards and the like) : 
and 

in response to identifying the at least one business reply mail 
piece, automatically reads information on the at least one business 
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reply mail piece, [fig. 2, (18,19, 20), contains the class of mail, 
name of county, post office that issued it) . 

As Per Claim 22: 

Connelly discloses a method wherein the at least one controller: 
distinguishes the at least one business reply mail piece from the at 
least one non-business reply mail piece, (col. 3, lines 44-50, 
includes a plurality for output bins for collecting the mail pieces 
that have been processed) . 

As Per Claim 23: 

Connelly discloses a method wherein the sorting apparatus 
includes at least one camera that captures at least one image of the 
at least one business reply mail piece and wherein the at least one 
controller processes the at least one image to convert the 
information on the at least one business reply mail piece into 
electronic form (Col. 3, lines 44-47, scanner module is positioned 
adjacent to the path of travel so that mail pieces may be scanned 
and or imaged) . 

As Per Claim 24 : 

Connelly discloses a method wherein the act sorting apparatus 
further comprises a barcode reader that reads a barcode on the at 
least one business reply mail piece (col. 2, lines 1-5; scanner 
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module where the business reply mail piece includes a job ID code 
and filed data) . 



As Per Claim 25: 

Connelly discloses a method wherein the sorting apparatus further 
comprises at least one output bin that receives mail pieces to be 
discarded, and wherein the at least one controller routes the at 
least one business reply mail piece to the at least one output bin, 
(col. 3, lines 57-67, includes output bins fir collecting the mail 
pieces that have been processed and out sort bin for that cont be 
processed) . 

As Per Claim 26: 

Connelly discloses a method wherein the at least one controller 
stores the information in electronic form, (fig 5, element 512; 
store record) . 

As Per Claim 27 : 

Connelly discloses a method wherein the business reply mail piece 
is associated with an originating entity and the at least one 
controller sends the information to the originating entity, (fig 6, 
element 600,606, 608; correlate data with post processing data, 
initiate out put activities) . 
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As Per Claims 28 and 29: 

Connelly discloses a method wherein the at least one controller 
sends the information to the originating entity in electronic form, 
[Col. 5, lines 57, dispatch the materials to the responder] . 

As Per Claim 30: 

Connelly discloses a method located at a mail processing 
facility, [col. 3, line 38; central location). 

As Per Claim 31 : 

Connelly discloses a method wherein the information includes an 
address of an initial recipient of the business reply mail piece, 
[(col. 4, lines 48-51; the recipient ID code may be used for a unique 
identifier that distinguishes each recipient) . 

Conclusion 

Any concerns in regard to this communication, the examiner Jon Bass 
can be reached at (571) 272-6905 between the hours of 9-6pm Monday 
through Friday. The fax number for the establishment where the 
application is being process is (571) 273-8300. 

If an attempt to reach the examiner is unsuccessful for any 
reason, the examiner's immediate supervisor, John Hayes can be 
reached at (571) 272-6708. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) 
system. Status information for published applications may be obtained 
from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for 
unpublished is available through Private PAIR only. For more 
information about the PAIR system, see http:// pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-271-9197 (toll 
free) . 



Any response to this action should be mailed to: 



Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 



C/0 Technology Center 3600 



Washington, D.C. 20231 




